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Bill Type and Number:  Ordinance 2009-362
Sponsor:  Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction:  April 28, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference:  R
Date of Analysis:  April 30, 2009
Type of Action:  Direction to Pursue Declaratory Relief
Bill Summary:  This bill directs the Office of General Counsel to file a complaint to pursue a declaratory relief action with Trail Ridge Landfill, Inc., in a court of competent jurisdiction, to secure a resolution to all known and actionable disputes regarding the Landfill Operation Agreement and any other disputed matters or controversies between the City and Trail Ridge Landfill, Inc., associated with landfill operations.  The General Counsel is further directed to pursue such declaratory relief at the earliest practicable opportunity, and to prosecute the claims so as to arrive at a judicial resolution at the earliest practicable opportunity.
Background Information:  The City owns the Trail Ridge Landfill and has entered into agreements with Trail Ridge Landfill, Inc., for the acquisition, permitting, design, construction, and operation of the existing landfill facility.  The existing landfill facility has a remaining operational life under applicable permits of approximately seven years, and the City has a long-term continuing need for the landfill beyond the operational life of the existing facility.  In the bill, the Council finds that there is sufficient time and opportunity to resolve the legal disputes concerning the length and duration of the existing Landfill Operation Agreement prior to executing future contracts or conducting competitive bidding for landfill services.  It is further found that the competitive and financial risks of pursuing legal action are outweighed by transparency and open government benefits associated with bringing the legal issues to resolution.
Policy Impact Area:  Trail Ridge Landfill; Solid Waste Management; Office of General Counsel
Fiscal Impact:  Undetermined
Analyst:  Campbell
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